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must have increased her exasperation, " When it
shall please God to deliver you from that bondage
of darkness and error in which you have been
nourished for the lack of true doctrine/' he said,
" your Majesty will find the liberty of my tongue
nothing offensive." Mary had been hit upon the
raw by his references to her marriage, and wanted
to know what business it was of his. Knox
explained that he was a minister, and that it was
his duty to point out the failings of others. The
nobles were so much swayed by her that he was
bound to remind them of their responsibilities.
Mary did not see that the responsibilities of the
nobility had anything to do with the matter, and
asked again how he dared to interfere. And, she
sneered, cc what are you within this Common-
wealth ? " "A subject born within the same/5
said Knox, " and albeit I neither be earl, lord,
nor baron within it, yet has God made me (how
abject ever I be in your eyes) a profitable member
within the same." Another bout of weeping from
the queen was followed by Knox's remark that he
would rather bear her tears than ec hurt rny
conscience, or betray my Commonwealth through
my silence." Mary told him to withdraw and
await her pleasure in an adjoining chamber, and
for nearly an hour Knox remained in uncertainty
of his fate. Mary would gladly have revenged
herself on him, but^ probably on the advice of
her counsellors, she decided to take no action.